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THE VIEW FROM PIT ROAD 
ello all.  As you all know, my term in office is 

winding down.  As I look back over the last two 

years, I wonder where the ti me went.  For me it 

flew by.  Two very successful Mosquito Cons, an 

upsurge in monthly workshops, a message board, 

incredible models, constantly being built, and a whole 

lot of membership participation in a variety of projects.  

 

I owe a tremendous debt to our membership and your 

E- Board for making this a very successful, fun filled, two 

years of accomplishment.  There is always much more 

to do and I'm certain our new leadership, will take us to 

even greater heights.  That being said, it's almost time 

to tur n out the lights and close the shop. Oh --  One 

more thing:  

 

This monthõs meeting will feature our annual BBQ.  I 

hope you will enjoy it and bring your appetites. It's 

going to be great.  After gorging ourselves,  

Elections will be held.  

 

I guess that's about  it for me.  I would like to thank you 

all, for the privilege and honor of serving as your 

President.  It meant a great deal to me, just as your 

friendship does.  

 

THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!  

 

Regards Always,  

 

Dave 
 

 

H 
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AUGUST CONTEST RESULTS 
 

ope everyone enjoyed the IPMS National Convention in Virginia Beach in 

person (or by internet), it was a great show, exceeding the 2002 show.  

Congrats to IPMS Tidewater for putting on another super show, and to 

the NJ IPMS modelers who attended and put their work on display!   

 

Due to the low turn out and voting this month, the contest will be deferred to 

September, Iõd ask Marc Rocca, Dan Spera, and Graham Gaulke to bring back 

their nicely done models next month, thanks.  

    

Theme Nights  

October : One of a Kind: sponsored by Tom Stead  

November : Russian Night: sponsored by Simon Vichnevetsky  

 

Let me know if you wish to sponsor a theme night .  Email: stevezaj@msn.com  

 

 

 

 

H 
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From the Iron Works  
By Bill Schwarz  

 

 

ellow IPMSõrs, I donõt really have a lot of time and I apologize for the short Iron 

Works this month but my wife is going through pre - op testing this week and 

having surgery o n the 8 th . I will be busy with her rehab for awhile but I still have a 

little time to do this and other things. First off was the Nationals. Even though I saw a lot 

of you at the meeting I didnõt have time to tell you about the great time we all had there. 

There were so many models on the tables it was unbelievable. I was glad to be a part of 

it all too. We got to show off our presentation award, get somewhere around 350 flyers 

out and we got some business done for Jersey Con. I was also fortunate to see a b unch 

of guys I havenõt seen in years. Made me feel good and I got to see what I have been 

missing these few years as well!!!! A bunch of us went to the steakhouse and we were 

eating and drinking just like the old daze!!!!! That to me is another perk for be ing in this 

club. We also had a ton of laughs outside the restaurant as well as over things that have 

happened in the past! Well done sayõs I!!! Also on that note we did have a lot of us win 

awards but on that note to me there were no losers there at all. Some of the stuff was 

fantastic but the judging had to be real hard because there were so many great builds. I 

felt good just being a part of it!!!!   I hope to see some of you there in OHIO next year!!!!    

Next up is Jersey Con -  we have between 30 and 40 t ables spoken for! That says 

something about NJIPMS reputation!!!! My plan is to get different vendors as well as old 

favorites to balance out peoples shopping needs!!!   I have already gotten a commitment 

for several sponsorships!!!! More to come , as info b ecomes available.   Next is 

MosquitoCon.  Marty and I have begun to tie things together for the show.  As we speak, 

the new updated flyer is being worked on and the awards package is being put together. 

More to come on this as info becomes available as well . We are going with a premium 

vendor section this year as well to not only have more vendors but to put a little more 

chaching in da bucket!!!!!   I canõt think of much more for this month except bring your 

voting hands because its BBQ and electionsé.Looking forward to the BBQ, see y õall next 

Friday as long as wifey is OK.  Happy modeling and KUDOõs to all NJIPMS 

members!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

Regards,  

 

BIG Bill Schwarz  

F 
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FROM THE E - BOARD CANDIDATES  
 

Joseph Smith  

Hello my fellow members,                                            

I would like to run for the position of second V.P. along with Mike Pavlo in our clubs 

upcoming election.   I have been a member since 1983 and a past Treasure under Martin 

Quinn õs presidency. NJIMPS has introduced me to many goo d friends, and has expanded 

my love of this hobby!  

                                               

I would like to thank the current and also the past E - Boards for their hard work in 

making this one of the best clubs! I am looking forward to the challenge o f the 2009 

Region 2 and i always look forward to the second Friday of the month, now i look 

forward to serving with the next E - Board.  

 

 Thankyou  

 

Joseph F. Smith  

 

 

 

FROM THE EAGLEõS NEST 
By Mike Dobrzelecki  

 

ith my career consuming much of my time and e nergy for past couple of years, 

I have not written a column for our newsletter in awhile. Iõm happy to report 

that attending this yearõs IPMS USA Nationals in VA Beach has revived my 

òModeling Jonesó ð that and the fact that my company has moved to a modif ied work 

schedule where we work 9 hours per day and have every other Friday off and they 

release us at 4pm on the other Friday. Since I was working 9 - 10 hours per day anyway, I 

figured Iõm way ahead. Gee, where to put the time? Rumor has it I once had a hobby. Oh 

yeah, itõs right where I left it.  Maverick has re- engaged.  

 

For me the Nats are a modeling bacchanal; a sensory overload replete with kits and 

hobby products to buy, incredibly built models to ogle, old friends to get reacquainted 

with from far fl ung places, new friends to make, interesting tales to hear from vets and 

historians and work to be done by contributing to the judging effort. When you throw in 

sun, surf and sand of Virginia Beach, you really got something going. My wife and I 

W 
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arrived on the Saturday before the show started to get some premium beach time in 

before the convention started ð good move since this went along way to contributing to 

a badly needed attitude adjustment on my part.  The convention did not disappoint, 

either.  VA Bea ch is one of the best venues for an IPMS USA Nats. The brand - spanking -

new convention center lived up to the promise held by the facility while it was under 

construction and the same local chapter threw a Region 2 convention there in a middle 

of jack hammer  noise and plastic barrier curtains a couple of years ago.  The facility is 

large enough to hold the bazillion hobby vendors, thousands of models in competition, 

the Dragon Expo (more on this later) and a small selection of military collectorõs vehicles 

and weapons, with plenty of room to spare.  

 

I always spend the first day of the show shopping and this year was bad for my wallet. I 

bought too much stuff as usual ð the 3 favorite items being a 1/32 nd  scale French 

MB152 Bloch fighter (with Polish markings),  a 1/128 th  scale Moebius Seaview submarine 

and an old collectible ð a 1/40th scale Revell Lacross Missile Launcher Truck. Throw in a 

couple of bags of decals, books, magazines, resin, photo - etch, some tools, including a 

Grex trigger style airbrush in day - glo puke green (thanks, Jim Cosides) and a set of 

scribers from my Czech buddy and my car was overflowing for the ride home. Thereõs a 

picture of me over at one of the convention photo sites coming out of the vendor area 

with about 8 bags ð ouch! The Dragon  Expo was disappointing to me, but Tom Boo Boo 

seemed to enjoy himself there having scored a special edition USN ship model 

(surrender at Tokyo Bay markings!).   The big surprise acquisition for me was something 

that money could not buy. Art Gerber, former  NJIPMS member and long time head armor 

judge for IPMS passed away last year. I had been friends with Art for decades and 

usually managed to got out to lunch and or dinner with him at the Nats and most 

Regionals. Artõs wife, Carolyn, attended the Nationals this year and presented the Best 

Armor winner with the last piece Art built before he passed on to that big hobby shop in 

the sky. Carolyn also surprised Artõs closest friends by making gifts of models from his 

built - up collection.  I chose an ARV convers ion of a tiny 1/72 nd  scale Ferret Armored 

Car, which now holds a place of pride in my display case. Thanks Art - Thanks Carolyn.  
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The next two days are for looking over the models in competition and an occasional 

sweep through the vendor areas. The qualit y of the models on the table showed that the 

bar keeps getting set higher and higher every year across the categories. It takes hours 

to do a full sweep of the tables and there was much to linger over.   Ben Guentherõs 

work stood out as usual and he was aw arded quite a few trophies as a result. There are 

some modelers who groused at his competing at our show since he is a professional 

modeler for NASA and he has access to incredible state - of - the - art machinery, including 

computer controlled lathes and mills that we low - lifes can only dream about. His skill is 

not in dispute, however. I have been an IPMS judge since the early 1980õs and have my 

Senior Judge certificate, having judged at over ten IPMS Nationals since they started 

keeping records sometime in the   late 1980õs or early 1990õs. I judged aircraft this year 

and it was tough because in my categories, all of the models had flaws ð alignment, 

paint, decal issues, so picking the winners was not easy. Guentherõs early B- 17 beat out 

a host of contenders inc luding a scratch - built 1/32 nd  scale OV- 10 Bronco. A number of 

NJIPMS members won at the show, proving once again that our club has serious 

contenders in the highly competitive hothouse atmosphere that is the Nats. I did not 

compete this year but participat ed by including my A4KU Kuwaiti Skyhawk in the 

Skyhawk display organized by Gil Hodges.  

 

I found time on Friday to attend some of the lectures and symposiums. Matt Irvine, a 

sci- fi modeler from England, who published a couple of books on sci - fi modeling ( in my 

personal library) and built models for museums and the BBC had a great talk on how the 

great thinkers in the 1940õs, 1950õs and early 1960õs viewed the future of space flight 

and how it actually evolved with NASA and the Soviet Union.  

 

 

 

 

Another l ecture was by R.R. Powell, a US Naval Aviator vet with lots of time flying 

Skyhawks from the USS Intrepid and later RA5C Vigilanteõs. His slide show was 

incredible, the most startling photo of which showed a field modification of an A4 

Skyhawk with a radar  nose from a Grumman F - 11 Tiger grafted onto it in an attempt to 
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provide the Scooter with some radar ranging and targeting capability! They painted the 

nose a dark red and the aircraft swiftly was  named òRudolfó for obvious reasons. Randall 

went into dept h about the special squadrons they formed on the ASW mission Essex -

Class carriers, forming the A4õs into VSF units ð Fighters equipping anti - submarine 

tasked carriers. They would often intercept Soviet Tu - 95 Bears flying over the US Fleet. 

The A4õs would be equipped with AIM - 9 Sidewinders on extended wing racks. They 

painted the A4 nosetips in black to keep the Russkies guessing whether the Skyhawk 

had been upgraded with radar. Randall mentioned that the Skyhawk was a lousy gun 

platform with the 20mmõs spraying all over the place. I talked with him at length after 

his lecture telling him of our involvement with the Intrepid Museum and he surprised me 

with a CD copy of his power point show!  

 

I made sure to attend the NJIPMS presentation of ou r Region 2 show ð Jersey Con -  for 

October 2009. Bill Schwarz and Martin Quinn did a fabulous job in presenting the show 

venue and their vision for the putting on the best regional show possible. I have 

attended probably 40+ regionals over the years between Region 1 and R egion 2 and was 

a bit worried about their ability to get the numbers right for a Jersey - based Regional. 

Hotel venues are extremely expensive in the Garden State. All I can say is that Bill and 

his team have all of my respect for the way they put it togethe r and the venue just 

happens to be the same one that NJIPMS used in our last Regional we sponsored back in 

1982! The show reportedly is in the black already having sold many tables. Great job, 

guys!!  

 

So, itõs on to Columbus, OH next year and Schmidtõs Sausage House for dinner. Maybe 

theyõll have the accordion band there again. Last time, they took requests and I yelled 

out  Lead Zeppelinõs òStairway to Heavenó never thinking they could actually do it. Much 

to my surprise they called me on it and played a kick - ass version which brought brought 

the crowd to their feet ð ahhhh ð convention memories.   See ya there.   

 

Mike   
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This monthôs meeting will be on 
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