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THE IRON WORKS  
By Bill Schwarz , President  

 
 

With summer coming on, thereõs not much to really 

say; that and the fact  that I just got back from sunny 

California and Nevada, I will make my newsletter 

piece a bit shorter. I hope you all have a great 

summer and keep building models. I am impressed 

with the quantity and the quality of the models being 

presented each month on  meeting night. There are 

more people at the meetings and there are more 

models than ever before. The workshops are fun, 

Rocca is doing a great job as the contest chairman, 

and all is going well as far as the club go's. I am 

planning the summer picnic and I will tell you more 

about that as I get it together. MCON 20 is 

proceeding with vendors already signing up.  John of 

Badger Airbrush just called me and they are coming 

as well. I think as well as a milestone show, it will 

also be the best ever. It is a re al privilege to be in the 

club for me at this point in time!!!  It's great to be in 

NJIPMS!!!!  Thatõs it for now, See Yõall at the 

meeting.  

 

-Regards, Big Bill  
 

Next Meeting:  

June 11 th , 2010 

 

Upcoming 

Contests: 

June 2010: 

World War I 

Night  

 

July 2010:  

USA Night  

 

August 2010:  

Monogram 

Raised Panel 

Night  

 

September 2010: 

Japanese Night  

 

October 2010: 

Prototype Night  

 

November 2010:  

Winter Warriors  
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Joeõs VP Piece 
By Joe Smith  

 

As i am writing my monthly speech all that comes to mind this  Memorial day 

weekend is our armed forces will not have that long weekend that most of us 

look forward to. They will not spend their time with families and friends like 

we do. 

              And also this article is dedicated to every man and women who gave  

their lives in defense of our country! And never forget to thank a Vet as well.  

 

-Joe Smith  
 

 

 

Irish Diplomacy  
By Martin J Quinn  

Irish Diplomacy: The ability to tell a man to go to hell so that he looks forward to making the 
trip.  

 
 

 
 
 

 reminder that this monthõs contest will be World War I Night.   I am 

not sure who the sponsor is, perhaps Marc Rocca will mention in òThe 

Judges Tableó.    With the proliferation of World War I aircraft 

recently, and the numerous WWI resin ships available in resin, hopefully 

weõll see some interesting items on the table.  Regrettably, the 1/700 HMS 

A 
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Agincourt I was working on as a follow up to my HMS Tiger will not be 

finished in time.  

 

Itõs been a busy couple for weeks for me personally, which have left me little 

time to pursue the hobby.   The end result is a new job, which Iõll start June 

14th.    Iõll be commuting farther (and by train instead of car) to work, so I 

donõt know what that means to my hobby time, but I know itõs a good 

opportunity for me, alo ng with a promotion and a healthy raise.   Donõt think 

Iõll be doing any more model building at lunchtime in my office moving 

forwardé 

 

As mentioned previously, I have 

updated the review section of our 

club website.   When I find the time, 

I hope to finis h some reviews of 

some recent releases that Iõve picked 

up.   There are some outstanding 

new ship models out there, in 

addition to the Yahagi  and Mogami  
which I recently reviewed.   One Iõve 

been really impressed with is the 

1/350 Aoshima I -19 Japanese 

Submarine.   The I -19 was most 

famous for her torpedo shot in the September, 1942, which sunk the USN 

carrier Wasp, sunk the destroyer Porter  and damaged t he battleship North 
Carolina , which was miles away cover ing  the carrier Hornet !    Once Iõve 
wrapped up some unfinished builds (my òresolutionó for 2010 was finish any 

old builds before starting any new ones), I may start that.  

 

I am not only amazed at the  sheer volume of new ship releases, but at the 

selection and quality of those new kits.    

 

First, a word about selection:   It seems the leader of the pack in new releases 

are 1/350 IJN ships ð Nagato, Mutsu, Kongo, Kirishima, Haruna , two kits of 

the Yuki kaze by two different manufactures, Akagi, Shokaku  and now 

Zuikaku .   Rumor has it that Aoshima is doing a 1/350 Hiryu  .   They already 

do newly tooled kits of the Soryu ð both a 1938 and 1942 versions ð and a 

Hiryu  in 1700th .   Not a stretch to see them d o these in 1/350.  If those come 

to market, the only Pearl Harbor veteran missing in 1/350 would be the 

Kaga.    Again, rumors abound the Hasegawa will follow up their Akagi  

release with Kaga in the next couple of years.   

 

About the only ships missing in injection molded plastic in 1/350 from an IJN 

perspective are the aforementioned Soryu and Hiryu , the Tone and Chikuma  
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and , of course, the Fuso and Yamashiro  ð both of which have been on òmost 

wantedó ship modeler lists for some time.  For non -IJN fans, t he 1/350 

German battleship Scharnhorst  will be here around July.   There are some 

other surprises coming down the road, which Iõm not at liberty to discuss.   

But ship modelers WILL be happy.  

 

In regards to quality, each of these new kits is better than t he other.  

Aoshima has made startling advancements in fidelity of their mold making, 

as has Fujimi.   While still not quite as good as Tamiya & Hasegawa, they are 

damn close.    With the high level of detail of these new kit, you only need 

basic photo-etch, to add railings and replace the parts that the mold process 

has not been able to replicate in scale ð yet.    

 

For me, there is nothing like a Gold Medal Models or White Ensign Models 

photo-etch set to complete a build.   Iõm at a loss as to why companies like 

Eduard and Lions Roar come out with these very large, complex and pricey 

photo-etch sets.   These newer models donõt need it ð frankly, I think itõs 

overkill.    In my opinion, we are PLASTIC modelers, not BRASS modelers.     

If you look at one rece nt set for the Fujimi 1/700 Kongo, the photo of the set 

on the model could blind you from the plethora of brass hanging off the ship.    

Again, in my opinion, enough is enough.   Why not just make the damn kit 

out of brass?? 

 

Well ð thatõs my rant for this month.   Hope to see everyone at the June 

meeting, World War I models in tow!  

 

-Martin  
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THE JUDGES TABLE  
By Marc Rocca 

 

Before we get into the regular monthly vote, letõs congratulate the winners of 

Gloss Finish Night, Bill Connolly for AIR and Dave  Schwartz for LAND & 

SEA.  And a big thank you to Stan for sponsoring the event.  

 

We still had a few ballots with just a single vote on themé one of them for 

2nd placeé Somebody must have pissed that guy off ;o) 

 

1st place in AIR went to Mike OõConnor for his 1/48 Special Hobby F9F -5 

Cougar.  Bill Connolly comes up with 2 nd place with a 1/72 Airfix/Frog Fairey 

Firefly.  Pat OõConnor gets the 3rd  place slot for a 1/48 Hasegawa F6F -5 

Hellcat.  I thin k I see a pattern in the OõConnor household.  If there were a 

3rd  OõConnor, would there have been an F3F-5? 

 

Jim Pentifallo kicked some butt with the 1 st place win for the Pack 41 -43 

from AFV Club in 1/35.  2 nd place, and his 1 st award as a member of NJ -

IMPS, goes toé drum rollé Bill Anderson for a 1/35 Dragon Pz III Ausf J.  

Nicely done Bill.  Vinnie DõAlessio got 3rd  for a Pz II from Tamiya also in 1/35.  

 

Congratulations to all our winners.  

 

AIR CATEGORY  

1st Mike OõConnor Special Hobby F9F -5 1/48th  

2nd Bill Connolly  Airfix/Frog Fairey Firefly  1/72nd 

3rd  Pat OõConnor 1/48 Hasagawa F6F -5 Hellcat  1/48th  

    

 

LAND AND SEA CATEGORY  

1st Jim Pentifallo  AFV Club Pack 41 -43  1/35th  

2nd  Bill Anderson  Dragon Pz IIIAusf J  1/35th  

 

3rd   

Vinnie DõAlessio Tamiya Pz II  1/35th  

 

June will be WWI Night !  Tony Ivey was going to sponsor but 

his work schedule will not allow him to make the meeting.  

The club is going to be the contestõs angel and will provide 

the prizes.  And Tony, you better h ave a little sit down with 

your boss and let him know that we just canõt have work 

getting in the way of modeling.  OKé donõt do that.  Getting 

sacked for a model isnõt a good thing either. 

-Marc Rocca 
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The Contactõs View 
By Mike Pavlo, VP  

  

Congratulations to Tom òBooBooó VanDermark for all his efforts in 

making our newsletter awarded the Region 2 Newsletter of the Year!  I for 

one really enjoy receiving our newsletter every month and Tom did a great 

job (I think it was even his second stint as editor), as did those who preceded 

him.  Please support our current editor, Devin Poore, by submitting articles 

to him for inclusion in the newsletter.  Letõs give Devin one of those ògoodó 

problems of having an excess of material!  

 While on the subject  of newsletters, I enjoy being on Martinõs 

distribution list of IPMS newsletters from around the country (p.s. contact 

Martin if youõd like to be added for distribution).  The style, content and 

emphasis vary greatly, and the personality of each club is ev ident in each 

newsletter.  I get a kick out of seeing what other clubs across the nation are 

up to.  For many, it looks like a typical meeting may only have about 15 

members present (I have come to the conclusion that our club boasts one of 

the larger memb ership bases).  I love seeing the various display pieces and 

òwork in progressó photos, the reviews and construction articles, as well as 

the good-natured ribbing and busting that are often found too. The pride and 

camaraderie that each club shares is evid ent in the effort that goes into each 

newsletter, as well as the quality of the finished products.  Even the format of 

the meetings varies from club to club.  Some have what look to be kind of a 

òshow and telló format, others seem to emphasize kit building at the meeting.  

Iõm guessing that many are like ours: a mixed bag of BS, hanging out, 

laughter and modeling jibjab.   They all have one thing in common ð a bunch 

of guys who love the hobby and enjoy having a good time.  I wouldnõt trade a 

minute of it!  

 

         Best Wishes,  
         Mike P.   
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Homemade Spray Booth  
By Marc Rocca 

 
Editorõs Note: I goofed last month and only included half of Marcõs article.  In the interest of 
continuity, hereõs the article in its entirety.  
 

Since my return to modeling in  õ05 my spray booth was not a booth at all.  It 

was one of those plastic 

double fans stuck in the 

window of the furnace 

room downstairs. It 

worked but there had to 

be better.  But that came 

with the hefty price tag 

and shiny metal of 

commercially available  

spray booths.  Here is a 

homemade alternative 

that works really great 

and for ½ the price, or 

more, of some off the shelf 

booths. 

 

In that same room I had 2 

white cabinets stacked for some extra storage space.  I looked at them and 

knew that one of these would make a perfect spray booth.   

 

Materials  

 

A cheap white storage cabinet  

Shaded poll blower w/ duct flanges  

HVAC filter  

10-32x2 bolts with nuts (2)  

A length of outside corner molding  

Flex duct  

 

The cabinets cost about $20, when you catch it on sale, at Target and is about 

36x30x15.  The blower I used is Dayton #4C447 shaded poll blower rated at 

265 cfm.  The filter size I used is 12x24x1.  

 

Construction  

 

The 1st thing I did was to make the shelf permanent.  Screws were put in 

through the outside of the  cabinets into the shelf.  The side and back edges of 
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the shelf were caulked to 

make it air tight as this 

will be part of the plenum 

for the blower.  The area 

above the shelf will be a 

storage space.   

 

 

Cut 2 pieces of the corner 

molding to fit snugly in  

the inside of the box from 

side to side.  1 will be 

attached to the back of the 

box and the other to the 

bottom of the shelf you 

completed above.  Placed the same distance from the back edge of the shelf 

they will provide parallel surfaces to hold the fil ter.  Use caulk or 

construction adhesive to glue 1 molding in and let it set up a little.  Use the 

filter to space the 2 nd molding and when all is done it will be just tight enough 

to hold the filter in place.  The open sides will be filled with some balsa  cut to 

size. 
 

 

In the photo below you can see the hole that is cut for the blower.  The 

flanges are the plates with a tube that attached to the blower for the ducts to 

be attached.  Sorry but I donõt have a photo of the blower with the flanges 

attached b y itself but you should get the idea.  The pipe from the intake side 
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goes into the hole and is bolted to the bottom of the shelf. Also note the balsa 

filler strip  
 

 
 

The next photo shows the completed installation of the blower.  The intake 

pipe, seen above, attaches to the side of the blower.  Because of the 

configuration of the exhaust side of the blower, the flange and pipe (large 

arrow) do not let the whole 

thing sit flush against the 

outside of the cabinet.  A ring 

was cut with a jigsaw from a ½ 

plan k to make a spacer to 

everything is square and flush.  

I used construction adhesive, 

Liquid Nails, on both side of 

the spacer (small arrow) and 

pressed it to the side of the 

box.  Then the intake tube has 

the bolts installed through the 

shelf.  These 2 lit tle bolts and 

the glue hold the blower 

extremely tight.  The flex duct 

attaches at the top and goes to 

the exterior of the house.  This 

blower comes with a plug and 

can be plugged in and out as 

you use it but I wired in a 

switch to be able to turn it on 

and off easily.  


